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Hello everyone, 

We hope you've all had a creative month. 

This month we'd like to share two things with you.  

Firstly, we're showcasing a selection of artist research projects recently 

completed by our students. 

One of the questions we're often asked is "How do young people decide 

which artist to study?" These examples show that every student's journey is 

different. 

We'll also explain some important changes to our Facebook pages, so please 

take a few moments to read the information at the end of this newsletter. 

 

Artist Research Projects 

 

One of the best things about Arts Award is that it encourages young people to 

follow their own interests. 

For their Discover, Explore and Bronze Awards, students are free to choose 

any artist to research. Some choose artists whose work they have admired 

for years, while others are inspired by someone they have recently 

discovered through a gallery visit, workshop or exhibition. 

At Silver and Gold level, students are asked to research an arts practitioner 

they have worked with or whose work they have seen. Many students also 

choose to study another artist whose work also inspires them, so it isn't 

unusual to see two artist research projects at these levels. 

There is no right or wrong way to present an artist study. Some students 

enjoy creating colourful scrapbook pages, while others prefer a simpler layout 

that can more easily be added to their portfolio. As the project does not have 

to be shared publicly, what matters most is that they have explored the artist's 

work and reflected on what they have learned so many choose to just display 

the information they have discovered about their artist. 

Here are a few lovely examples from students whose work has been 

moderated this month. 
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E is working on their Gold Arts Award and 

they chose to research Hannah New after 

having the opportunity to work with her. 

Meeting and working alongside an artist 

often gives students a much deeper 

understanding of their practice, making the 

research even more meaningful. E was 

also fortunate enough to interview Hannah, 

so their project takes the form of a review 

of that interview. 

 

 

 

 

C D, I and S are taking a Silver Arts Award 

 

D found it difficult to choose just one artist! In the end they decided to 

research both an artist they had worked with and an artist whose work they 

greatly admire, Sue Heap. 
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For I, the choice was straightforward. They researched Liam Francis, having 

already worked with him. In fact, they had originally wanted to work with Liam 

because they admired his artwork so much. 

     

Like many Silver students, S completed two artist studies.  

 

S researched and interviewed Della 

Morris, who they had worked with, 

alongside photographer Brandon Woelfel, 

whose creative style they particularly 

enjoyed. 
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C enjoyed learning about a watercolour master for their Silver Award after 

working with Sunil Kalbandi from Cambridge Art Makers for a day. 
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Many Bronze students choose to research artists whose work has stood the 

test of time. These artists continue to inspire all artists today and remain 

popular choices. 

J chose to study Camille Pissarro. 
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E decided to research Claude Monet for their Bronze Award, exploring the 

work of one of the world's best-known Impressionist painters. E’s project 

shows how the questions in the pack can be integrated into the project to give 

it form and structure. 
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Although Explore students can choose any artist they wish, R decided to 

research Gwen John after seeing her work in an exhibition. It's always lovely 

to see how a gallery visit can inspire further learning. 

 

   

 

We hope you will agree that a lot of hard work and research has gone into 

these projects, and we hope you have enjoyed reading them.  

As you can see every Arts Award artist study is different. We do offer a project 

structure based on questions asked in the study pack, but here isn't a set 

template to follow.  

The most important thing to remember is that it is simply a research project. 

So the most important thing to show is your own research, and your ideas 

and reflections on this research.  It’s not important to make it in a different 

format, you can simply answer the questions in your study pack – and it 

doesn’t have to be perfect it just has to be important to you! 

If you're just starting your own artist research project, you'll find lots of 

guidance in your Information Pack. If you are worried about researching 

online you can find an artist to study at our site:www.artsawardinitiative.co.uk.  

You may notice that the photographs in these projects haven't yet been 

resized or neatly formatted. That's because students shouldn't format any 

photographs until after their work has been moderated.

http://www.artsawardinitiative.co.uk/
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Changes to Our Facebook Pages 

 

To make things simpler and to prepare for possible future changes to online 

age restrictions, we'll be making a few changes to our Facebook pages over 

the coming months. 

 

As part of this process, some of our Facebook groups will be closing. 

If you'd like to share students' work, please only use this page: 

Arts Award Initiative – Registered Students Sharing Page 

We're gradually updating all of our study packs, so some older versions may 

still contain links to pages that will soon be removed. If your pack hasn't yet 

been updated (sorry…), please use only the Registered Students Sharing 

Page when sharing any work. 

 

From now on, we will only accept requests for membership of our pages from 

students age 16+, and from parents/guardians of our students. Remember, if 

you need us, we can post your work for you anonymously. 

If you're posting on behalf of a younger student, please remember that the 

post should contain the young person's own words rather than yours. Adults 

are very welcome to use their own account to upload work for younger 

children, but the comments should always come from the student. 

Supporting One Another 

One of the things we value most about our community is the encouragement 

families give one another. 

If you share your work, we'd really appreciate it if you could also take a few 

minutes to leave a constructive comment on seven other posts.  

Don't forget that students also share the workshops they have created as part 
of their Arts Awards. These can provide wonderful activities for other young 
people to try. 

This is especially valuable for students completing Arts Award independently 
at home, as it helps them feel part of a wider community. The workshops are 
also suitable for use as Arts Award activities, making them a useful source of 
inspiration. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/549437855435698
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Our Other Facebook Pages 

 

Our Home Education page and our main Arts Award Initiative page will both 

remain open. 

However, please don't post students' work on these pages, as they don't 

provide the same level of privacy and protection as our Registered Students 

Sharing Page. 

 

Thank you, as always, for being part of our Arts Award community. We love 

seeing the creativity, enthusiasm and hard work that our students put into 

their Awards, and we look forward to celebrating more of their wonderful 

achievements in next month's newsletter. 

 

All the best 

The Arts Award Initiative team 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/homeeducationartsaward
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2760955333941665

