René Magritte

@ What did René Magritte create?

René Magritte was a Surrealist artist from Belgium. He
painted mysterious and magical pictures that made
everyday things look strange or surprising. His art often
showed clouds, bowler hats, apples, and floating
objects. Magritte liked to make people think differently
about the world around them.

n

== Childhood

« Bornin 1898 in Belgium.

. Loved drawing from a young age.

. His mother sadly died when he was young, which deeply affected him.
. He had two younger brothers and enjoyed puzzles and books.

€ Education

« Took drawing lessons as a child.

. Studied at the Académie Royale des Beaux-Arts in Brussels.

« Found traditional art school boring and wanted to create his own ideas.
. Became inspired by mystery stories and strange ideas.

Career

« René Magritte began his career as a graphic designer, creating
posters and advertisements to earn a living.
. He later moved into fine art painting, where he developed his own
unique, dream-like style.
« Inthe 1920s, he joined the Surrealist movement in Paris, where artists
aimed to explore dreams, imagination, and the subconscious.
. He painted strange and surprising things, like a man with an apple for
a face, or a pipe with the words “This is not a pipe.”
« Magritte liked to make people question what they saw—his art was
like a visual puzzle.
« His most famous works include:
o The Son of Man —a man in a suit with a floating green apple in
front of his face
o The Treachery of Images — a realistic painting of a pipe with the
words “Ceci n'est pas une pipe” (“This is not a pipe”)
o The False Mirror — a giant eye with a cloudy sky inside it
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Magritte didn’t want to show feelings or tell stories. Instead, he wanted
to make ordinary things look strange and mysterious.

Later in life, he became very successful and held exhibitions all over the
world.

Today, his paintings can be seen in big museums, and his style still
inspires books, films, fashion, and advertising.

How René Magritte's Style Inspires Others

René Magritte’s paintings are full of surprises, and his way of showing
strange, dream-like images has inspired people all over the world—not just

in art!
I’y Books
« Writers love how Magritte made ordinary things feel magical or
mysterious.
. His ideas inspire books that mix fantasy with real life, just like his
paintings.

Some picture books even use his art to spark imagination and
storytelling.

i@ Films

Movie makers have used Magritte’s ideas to create weird and
wonderful scenes.

In movies like The Truman Show and Inception, the world feels strange
or unreal—just like in Magritte’s art.

Directors love using floating objects, hidden faces, and unexpected
scenes—all things Magritte was known for.

“ Fashion

Designers have made clothes with cloud patterns, bowler hats, and
eye designs—symbols that Magritte often used.

His style shows up in runway shows and fashion ads, where clothes
are made to look artistic and surreal.

=} Advertising

Magritte’s playful ideas help advertisers grab attention by using
surprising or puzzling images.

For example, an ad might show a shoe floating in the sky, or a door
opening to a beach—just like a Magritte painting.
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. His art style helps make ads more creative, bold, and unforgettable.

& Magritte’s clever and mysterious pictures continue to inspire people to
think differently, even many years after he painted them!

¢~ Quotes from René Magritte

“Everything we see hides another thing.”

“l paint the invisible.”

“Art evokes the mystery without which the world would not exist.”
“People who look for symbolic meanings fail to grasp the inherent
poetry and mystery of the image.”

The son of man

The false mirror

Leci nest pas une fufie.

The Treachery of Images Almond blossom
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