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Anthony van Dyck 

           What Did He Create? 

Anthony van Dyck was a famous Baroque artist best known for: 

• Religious and mythological scenes in his 
early years 

• Portraits of royals, nobles, and important 
people as he became more popular 

• Paintings that showed power, elegance, and 
emotion 

• Scenes with flowing clothes, dramatic light, 
and soft brushstrokes 

• Equestrian portraits  

 

                 Childhood 

• Born in Antwerp, Belgium, in 1599 
• His father was a wealthy silk merchant 
• His mother was known for her artistic talents and may have encouraged 

his creativity 
• He showed a gift for drawing and painting from a very young age 
• He started working as an artist before he was a teenager 

 

         Education 

• Became an art apprentice at age 10 
• Trained under Hendrick van Balen, a well-known painter in Antwerp 
• Became a full member of the Antwerp painters' guild at only 18 years 

old 
• Worked in the studio of the great Flemish artist Peter Paul Rubens, who 

influenced his style 
• Travelled to Italy to study Renaissance masters like Titian 

 

      Career 

• Became famous across Europe for his stylish portraits 
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• Travelled and worked in Italy, France, and the Netherlands 
• In 1632, became court painter to King Charles I of England 
• Painted many elegant portraits of the king, queen, and nobles 
• Known for making his sitters look noble, graceful, and slightly idealised 
• Knighted by King Charles I for his artistic service 
• Died young at the age of 42, but left behind hundreds of artworks 

 

   Quotes from Van Dyck 

"My ambition is to paint not just the outside, but the soul of the sitter." 

"Painting is silent poetry, and poetry is painting that speaks." 

 

      Art 

                                                                                      Charles 1 at the hunt 

Five eldest children of Charles 1 

 

 

  

 

 

Christ healing the paralytic 


