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Marcel Duchamp  

Who was Marcel Duchamp? 
Marcel Duchamp was a French artist who liked to 
surprise people with his unusual and clever ideas 
about what art could be. He is most famous for 
using everyday objects in his work and turning 
them into art, like a bicycle wheel or even a toilet! 
His ideas helped create new kinds of art like Dada 
and Conceptual Art. 

 

                 Childhood 

• Born in France in 1887 into a creative family with artist brothers and 
sisters. 

• Enjoyed drawing cartoons and playing chess as a child. 
• Liked to read books and play practical jokes. 
• Grew up in a small town called Blainville-Crevon. 

    Education 

• Went to a special art school in Rouen with his brothers. 
• In 1904, Duchamp moved to Paris and studied at the Académie 

Julian, a well-known private art school. 
• He didn’t stay there long—just a year—because he found the traditional 

teaching style boring and preferred to experiment with his own ideas. 
• Enjoyed making funny and unusual drawings while learning about 

traditional art. 
• Loved experimenting with ideas more than copying real-life scenes. 
• Marcel Duchamp began interacting with the Surrealists in the early 

1920s, particularly after moving to Paris again in 1923. While he 
wasn’t officially a member of the Surrealist group, he became friends 
with key Surrealist artists like André Breton, the leader of the 
movement. 

           Career 

• Became known for painting in many styles, including Cubism and 
Futurism. 

• Duchamp was especially admired by the Surrealists for his use of 
dreams, chance, wordplay, and challenges to traditional art. 
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• Shocked the art world by putting a urinal in a gallery and calling it 
“Fountain” (1917). 

• Created “readymades” – everyday objects turned into art by choosing 
them. 

• Helped lead the Dada movement, which was all about being silly and 
surprising. 

• Later focused more on playing chess than making art! 
• Inspired many modern artists with his playful and bold ideas. 
• In the 1930s, he helped organize Surrealist exhibitions in Paris and 

New York and continued collaborating with Surrealist artists. 

   Quotes by Marcel Duchamp 

• “I have forced myself to contradict myself in order to avoid conforming 
to my own taste.” 

• “Art is not about itself but the attention we bring to it.” 
• “I don’t believe in art. I believe in artists.” 
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