Da Vinci Workbook
⭐Some ideas and activities to help you get to grips with Da Vinci’s ideas
⭐ Idea 1: Practice drawing simple shapes carefully.
[image: http://www.maa.org/sites/default/files/images/cms_upload/Color000323547.JPG]Leonardo took pride even when he created simple shapes.  
[image: http://www.maa.org/sites/default/files/images/cms_upload/Color35775.JPG]
He worked hard when illustrating a book called Summa de arithmetica, geometrica, proportioni et proportionalita, for a friar called Luca Pacioli.  

These illustrations show simple shapes to perfection.

Leonardo sketched everything all the time.  He then had many, many examples of work to use when he compiled images for his paintings.

Task 1: Try sketching a block or a ball — measure them to get them just right!


⭐ Idea 2: Look closely at your hand — draw it in different poses!

[image: http://i.dailymail.co.uk/i/pix/2013/08/02/article-2383273-1B1CCDC5000005DC-21_634x873.jpg]

Leonardo was very interested in how people are put together and he worked extensively on illustrating the human body.

[image: http://www.howtodrawjourney.com/images/da-vinci-hands.jpg]Here he examines how the hand bones hold together; with knowledge like this he was able to create beautiful hands.

   

Task 2: Notice how your fingers move and sketch what you see.


[image: http://www.theequinest.com/images/leonardo-da-vinci-horse-2.jpg]⭐ Idea 3: Use your sketches to create your own scene!
Leonardo sketched all the time, he liked to draw everything he saw. 
He often used work he had practised in his sketch book when putting together ideas for paintings.  
Here are some of his sketches of horses, and some perspective pieces of stairs and columns. 
[image: Architectural Drawings of Beam]
[image: Study for the Adoration of the Magi, Detail, by Leonardo da Vinci - (cc) via Wikimedia.org]
[image: A painting of a person and a group of people

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Using work like this he created new work, such as ‘The Adoration of the Magi’ – you can see one of his horse sketches in the background and the columns on the left-hand side. 









Task 3: Create different sketches, then put them together to make one new picture.



⭐ Idea 4: Try some Ancient maths theories in your art!
The study of the world was important to the ancients, and they studied Botany as it was the work of God, thus divine, during their studies they found mathematical rules 
[image: http://imgc.allpostersimages.com/images/P-473-488-90/10/1094/NTIV000Z/posters/bettmann-drawing-of-flowers-and-diagrams-by-leonardo-da-vinci.jpg]
Here are some of Leonardo’s botanic illustrations.  They are not just illustrations though, they are studies, where Leonardo works through ideas about patterns.
[image: https://propagandum.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/leonardo-c-1508-rl-19095-cropped.jpg]




[image: http://www.mathsisfun.com/numbers/images/sunflower.jpg]


Plants can grow new cells in spirals, such as the pattern of seeds in a sunflower.

The spiral happens naturally because each new cell is formed after a turn.  
"New cell, then turn, then another cell, then turn, ..."

If you don't turn at all, you get a straight line   [image: http://www.mathsisfun.com/numbers/images/seeds-straight-line.jpg]
[image: http://www.mathsisfun.com/numbers/images/phi-flower.jpg]
If you are a plant, a turn of 0.618 works perfectly.  This was such an obvious pattern, and it was replicated throughout the natural world so much it was obviously important.  








Task 4
Go outside, find plants, sketch them and see if you can spot patterns in their growth, if it’s the right time of the year you may be able to see the sunflowers pattern.


⭐ Idea 5: Find the vanishing point in pictures!
Can you spot the vanishing point in these pictures?
[image: https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQshMobndk7AdWVtzwkxfXFT0qDEfz0bbQ3YPdjspMSh92k5CRu][image: https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTk4s4_91b1Chcdd08gT1diz8OW0pnOJLcA1ShJ2xChXUQKnnAqug][image: https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTtDxNguGU8K2nK_MyluRU-7ZMbo4z-jPWpJ4KOXZuQFDTXPD1COA]






Task 5: Look at photos or paintings — can you see where the lines meet?


⭐ Idea 6: What’s important?
A good picture shows its subject to its best advantage. 
[image: https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQQfjVXxp-xeeHwB05zhftSNZGta2hQi-FTB2v2OYinv_XmPiJ6][image: http://blog.y.co/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/selene-yacht-at-sail-down.jpg]Which of these pictures is balanced successfully and shows the yacht to the best advantage?  How would you improve the ones which are not showing the boat to the best advantage?
[image: http://s1.at.atcdn.net/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/026GBRwhit-yacht_sunsetTQ.jpg]

[image: https://encrypted-tbn1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcShIjwXMQ4d0S22d333YDFIbiPwxr8ceJw34tc4GaEz8rsOZFPt]




[image: http://www.charterworld.com/images/yachts/Wally77C5.gif]






[image: C:\Users\carol\Desktop\aai\exhibition\photography exhibition carol 2012\photos of the thames\on the thames 135.jpg]Also, it’s important to position the subject at the right distance. Which of these is the best photo of the red boat?  Why?  
[image: C:\Users\carol\Desktop\aai\exhibition\photography exhibition carol 2012\photos of the thames\on the thames 135.jpg]







Task 6: Create a picture which shows something you are passionate about (like animals, sports, or space). Put your subject in a central position, and make them big. Think carefully about the background you will use behind the subject, don’t add anything which will distract people and make them look away from the subject, instead, try adding things that will enhance the subject, or tell us more about them. Colouring page inspired by Madonna of the Rocks

[image: Badge Copyright with solid fill]Arts Award Initiative Ltd
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