Annibale Carracci

=4 Who Was Annibale Carracci?

Annibale Carracci (1560-1609) was an Italian painter
who helped change art forever!

He was one of the most important artists of the Baroque
period.

Annibale loved painting scenes from nature, religious
stories, and people with emotion and energy.

He worked with his brother and cousin, and together they helped art become
more exciting and realistic again, just like in the Renaissance!

» Childhood

« Born in Bologna, Italy in 1560.

« Came from a family of artists—his cousin Ludovico and brother
Agostino were also painters.

. Loved to draw from real life, especially nature and people.

« Grew up during a time when art was changing and becoming more
dramatic and expressive.

® Education
. Learned by studying artworks from great Renaissance artists like
Raphael, Michelangelo, and Titian.
. Practised sketching people, animals, and landscapes from life.

« Worked with his family to create a new style of painting that felt natural
and lively.

Career

. Became famous for his beautiful ceiling paintings and realistic portraits.
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. Painted huge frescoes (wall and ceiling paintings) in churches and
palaces.

« One of his most famous works is the Farnese Gallery Ceiling in
Rome—it's full of colourful figures and powerful stories from myths.

. Helped inspire the Baroque style, known for its emotion, movement,
and light.

. Worked closely with his family on many artworks, especially his cousin
Ludovico and brother Agostino.

. The new style of painting that Annibale Carracci and his family created
was known as the Bolognese School or Carracci Reform, which
helped lay the foundation for the Baroque style of art.

. Co-founded a special art school in Bologna called the Accademia degli
Incamminati, which means "Academy of Those on the Right Path".

« Known for mixing the calm beauty of the Renaissance with new energy
and emotion.

The Carracci Style (Bolognese School)

. Realism with Beauty: They painted people, landscapes, and scenes in
a way that looked natural and lifelike—but also idealised, like the
graceful style of the Renaissance.

. Emotion and Movement: Instead of stiff or flat figures, their paintings
were full of drama, expression, and action. You could feel the story!

. Balance of Art Styles: They combined the careful structure of
Renaissance art with the emotion and energy of Mannerism to create
something fresh and exciting.

. Use of Light and Colour: They used light and shadow to make the
figures pop and feel three-dimensional, which became a key part of
Baroque art.

They believed art should:

. Be based on studying nature and real life,
. Use lessons from the great masters (like Raphael and Michelangelo),
« And make viewers feel something powerful.

This approach inspired many Baroque artists, including Caravaggio, Guido
Reni, and even Rubens.
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®. Quotes from Annibale Carracci

“Let nature be your teacher.”
“One must learn from the greats—but also from the world around you.”

The bean eater

River landscape

Two children teasing a cat
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