Thomas Bewick

Thomas Bewick was an English artist and naturalist who
became famous for his beautiful wood engravings. He is best
known for making detailed prints of animals, birds, and nature.

= Childhood

« Bornin 1753 in Northumberland, England

« Grew up in a small village called Cherryburn

. Loved animals and nature from a young age

. Spent lots of time exploring the countryside

« Had a strong interest in drawing and sketching wildlife

7 Education

« Went to a local village school as a boy

. At age 14, became an apprentice to a wood engraver named Ralph
Beilby in Newcastle

. Learned how to carve detailed images onto blocks of wood

. Practised sketching animals, especially birds, from real life and books

Career

. Became a master wood engraver and helped make illustrations for
books

« Created his own book called A History of British Birds with over 300 bird
engravings

« Known for making small, detailed images called "tail-pieces" that often
showed funny or everyday scenes

« His work helped people learn about animals and nature through
pictures

. Inspired many artists and printers who came after him
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& Technique

Used a method called wood engraving, which allowed for very fine
detail

Carved onto the end-grain of hard wood like boxwood, instead of along
the grain

Used sharp tools called burins to create tiny, precise lines

His engravings could be printed alongside text in books, making them
perfect for illustration

Helped make high-quality pictures affordable and widely available

Lh Legacy

lllustrated nature books existed before Bewick, but his work changed
how they were made

His History of British Birds was one of the first modern field guides—
made for everyday readers, not just scientists

Combined scientific accuracy, artistic detail, and storytelling in one
book

His work made learning about nature fun and accessible

He helped start a tradition of beautifully illustrated natural history
books

®: Quotes

‘I cannot rest till | have done something to enable every lover of nature to see
her works as | see them.”

“I love a fine prospect, a walk in the fields, and the song of the birds better
than all the prints and books in the world.”
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A bend in the river, from ‘Water Birds’
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