History of Art, Book 1, The First Artists is, at its heart, a history book, designed to be accessible and engaging for young children.
It introduces key ideas clearly and simply, followed by colouring pages and worksheets that expand on these concepts, helping children to explore, personalise, and retain what they have learned through creative activity.

This book traces the development of art from the earliest beginnings of humankind, covering all three prehistoric periods: the Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, and Neolithic.

​As it explores the work of these Stone Age artists, children discover how the remains of the artefacts they created provide a rich insight into the development of man from cave dwellings to settled village communities. Children are guided to recognise that art was not created in isolation, but as a direct response to the world people lived in.

Also in this book, you will find examples of art from cultures around the world, encouraging an understanding of how early artistic expression was shaped by the environment worldwide. 

This resource is valuable for anyone teaching history and is designed to be both educational and enjoyable for young learners. 

Notes for educators
We recommend crayons or coloured pencils be used throughout to prevent bleed through.   All our work is copyrighted, but our work is first and foremost a teaching resource, so if your children want to paint these pictures, we encourage you to copy and print them onto appropriate paper, e.g., watercolour paper for watercolours, etc.  
We designed the worksheets so they can be used with minimal/different resources. For example, when we recommend self-hardening clay, you can also use playdough. We hope we have not inconvenienced you too much. All our work is copyrighted, but our work is first and foremost a teaching resource, so we are happy for you to create copies of the worksheets for use in a teaching environment. We have also left spaces throughout the book for the children to draw or stick photos in of the work they make when using the worksheets. 



Contents
Introduction: What prehistoric art is, what we will look at in this book, and how we know about prehistoric art.
An introduction to Stone Age (Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic) art forms with colour examples, colouring pages and activity worksheets.
Covering cultures worldwide which present with examples of prehistoric art, including Neolithic China, Australian, Arctic and African cultures, and concluding with Saharan Rock Art. 

Main premise of the book: Art created during this period reflects the lives the artists lived, ie, their environment. 
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A Life surrounded by art

“The Nealihic home viould be full o art.

Walls might be smoothed and shaped carefull, and objects inside were ofien
made with both use and beauty in mind. Art was not something separate; it was.
part of cooking, buiding, remembering the dead, and understanding the worid.

Neolithic art helps us see a big change in human ife. People were no longer just

surviing from day o day, and they weren't iving alone. They fived in vilage
groups and they created ar that was fll of meaning o ther.
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Introduction

‘The Stone Age was a time long before cifis and computers, even metal hadn't
been invented!

“The people who ived during this ime relied on what they could find in nature.
Stone Age people lived in caves, wore what they could make, and ate wha they
could hunt or gather from the land around them.

The Stone Age is also called the Prefistoric age, because it s a time before
history was writen dovn. Prehistoric means ‘pre-history or before history’

There was no writin language and no books, o people couldrtwrite down their
Stories or share ideas about their world

Archaeclogists and historians have fo find out about their lives from a very few
things that they have left behind which survived through the ages.

Fortunatel, even though lfe was very simple and very diffcul, people found time
to make art The art thatthey Ieft behind has helped us to understand their v,

In fact, they made a lot of art, and there is evidence that they were very creative
people. Instead of language, they used art {0 tell stories and share ideas.

Fun Fact - Some people think that the word ‘history’ means ‘his
story’, meaning a story witen by a man! This s not true and
everyihing s much more complicated than thatt

Most of the words tha we think of as ‘English’, actually come
from long ago. The word ‘History'started in Ancient Greece as
‘isiag o ‘one who knows'.

Over time it changed to the Latin (Ancient Roman) word
‘islaga’ which meant a story about the past.

Ancient French people changed it 1o ‘staite; meaning
story

In England, in the 14" Century, it became the word
history’
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Palaeolithic Sculptures

Early Stone Age sculplures are small models carved by hand from natural
materials, using simple tools

“They could be made from stone, bone, vory (fom tusks) and wood

They were made using sharp stone fools, scraped and shaped slowly and
carefully by hand, so we know they were precious

“The figures were of people, animals o just shapes and patterns; they wierent very
realistc, and some viere odd.

They could have been made as sacred ftems, o fo give people good luck; they

could have been for storyteling or feaching, but we dont really know ihy people
made them. They could have just been made for funl.

“This s the Zaraysk Bison; it was found in Russia. It is made from a mammoth
tusk, and s finy; its only about 10cm high.

Itis the oldest sculpture ever found!
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‘Story: The Cave Painter of the Old Stone Age

1 a valley surrounded by tall s lived a young boy named Aru. Au loved to
arau.

‘Wnenever he watched animals moving across the grasslands, he imagined hos
they would look on the cave walls. The great horses running fogether,the heav
bison moving slowly across the valley, and the quiet deer stepping through the
tall grass filled his thoughs.

But before he could paint them, he needed colours.

One morming, Aru left the cave vith a
‘smallleather pouch tied around his
waist. The air was cool, and the ground
was damp from the nights rain. He
walked down towards the fver, where
the flowing water had washed away the
topsoil

)

‘Along the riverbank, he noficed bright
red earth shining in the sunlight. It
was clay. Aru knelt and scraped some.
into his pouch. When he rubbed the.
clay between his fingers, it lofl 2
strong red colour on his skin
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= MAKE A LITTLE = A\

NEOLITHIC ANIMAL

~~~ USING SELF-HARDENING CLAY ~~





